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Harry Weissâ€”later known as Harry Houdiniâ€”is enthralled when the circus comes to his Wisconsin

town. He loves all the acts, but his favorites are the tightrope and the amazing trick where a man

hangs from a rope by his teeth! Harry and his brother decide to try circus tricks in a nearby barn,

and although Harryâ€™s headstrong determination leads him into trouble, it also opens up a whole

new world. In this evocative story, Eric A. Kimmel tells how Harry Weiss discovered his love for

performing, many years before he became world famous.Â History Stepping Stones now feature

updated content that emphasizes Common Core and todayâ€™s renewed interest in nonfiction.

Perfect for home, school, and library bookshelves!
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Erich Weiss, more commonly known as Harry Houdini, apparently determined to become a

performer as a young child. A Spotlight for Harry presents a fictional version of Houdini's beginnings

as an escape artist. In Eric Kimmel's compelling early grade novel, young Harry attends a circus

performance with his family, and is immediately spellbound. He and his younger brother Dezso

("Dash") arrange to use a neighbor's barn and rig themselves a tightrope. Through determination

and lots of practice they learn to walk it; then Harry is ready to try another trick. After he hurts



himself, he learns another valuable lesson about performing - all is not as it appears. Kimmel

portrays Rabbi and Mrs. Weiss as warm and fairly easy-going, in contrast to most biographies of

Houdini. Young readers will quickly grasp how Harry and Dash apply the lessons of persistence and

confidence taught to them by the circus performer they befriend. Some children may be a little

confused by the Weiss family speaking German though they are from Hungary. The author's note

explains that the story is based on events from Houdini's life. Sources of additional information

would have been helpful for readers whose interest is piqued, especially as this terrific book is likely

to create lots of interest in the life of the great Harry Houdini. Ages 7 - 10. Marci Bloch Lavine

Good product, very useful thanks!
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